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It’s official — the 11th International Francophone Chess Meetings (RIDEF) will be held in
Marrakech from December 6 to 14, 2025.

The “Red City” will host the major annual gathering of the global Francophone chess
community in a setting that is both majestic and welcoming.

The spirit of brotherhood and sharing that characterizes the RIDEF will be at the heart of this
new edition. Participants will enjoy Morocco’s warm hospitality, the high quality of the
organization, top-level competitions, and a rich cultural and tourist program showcasing all
the beauty and diversity of Marrakech and its region.

The official ceremonies, the setting of the partner hotels, and the unique atmosphere that
reigns each year will make RIDEF 2025 an unforgettable event for all lovers of Francophone
chess.

The following titles will be awarded:

¢ 2025 Francophone Champion

¢ 2025 Francophone Women’s Champion

¢ 2025 Francophone Senior +50 Champion
¢ 2025 Francophone Veteran +65 Champion
¢ 2025 Francophone Blitz Champion

¢ 2025 Francophone Rapid Champion

Palmarés 2023 — Yamoussoukro (Cote d'Ivoire)

Champion : MI Shawn RODRIGUE-LEMIEUX (Canada - Québec)
Championne : WGM Maili-Jade OUELLET (Canada — Québec)
Champion Senior : MI Damir LEVACIC (Monaco)

Champion Vétéran : Mohamed LAMETI (Maroc)

Champion Blitz : MI Loic TRAVADON (France)

Champion Rapides : GMI Victor BOLOGAN (Moldavie)

Palmarés 2024 — Québec (Canada)

Champion : GM Gabriel FLOM (France)

Championne : WGM Maili-Jade OUELLET (Canada — Québec)
Champion Senior : IM Thanh Nha DUONG (Canada - Québec)
Champion Vétéran : Daniel BOUDREAU (Canada - Québec)

Champion Blitz : GMI Shawn RODRIGUE-LEMIEUX (Canada — Québec)
Champion Rapides : GMI Christian BAUER (France)



Marra kech, nicknamed the “Red City” because of the ochre color of its ramparts and
many buildings, is one of the most iconic and fascinating destinations in Morocco. Nestled at
the foot of the majestic Atlas Mountains, it captivates visitors with its unique blend of age-old
traditions and vibrant modernity. A historic and cultural city, Marrakech offers an
incomparable sensory experience — a feast of colors, scents, and sounds.

Founded in the 11th century, Marrakech was the political and cultural heart of several
Moroccan dynasties, bearing witness to a rich architectural and artistic heritage. Its medina,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a living labyrinth where artisans, merchants, and visitors
from around the world cross paths. The Jemaa el-Fna square, the city’s iconic central hub, is
the stage for a perpetual spectacle: snake charmers, storytellers, musicians, and fresh
orange juice vendors create a unique and enchanting atmosphere, day and night.

Among the city’s must-see landmarks, the majestic Koutoubia Mosque, with its imposing
minaret, towers over Marrakech and symbolizes its spiritual heritage. The Bahia Palace, with
its lush gardens and refined decorations, offers a glimpse into the splendor of former royal
residences. The Majorelle Garden, famous for its vibrant colors and Berber museum,
provides a peaceful oasis in the heart of the city’s hustle and bustle. The Saadian Tombs,
remnants of a glorious dynasty, reveal the elegance of Moroccan decorative art.

For those wishing to venture beyond the city, the Atlas Mountains offer breathtaking
landscapes and a wide range of activities, from trekking to visits to authentic Berber villages.
Further afield, the Agafay Desert provides a more intimate experience than the Sahara, with
its dunes and rocky plateaus ideal for camel rides or 4x4 excursions — a striking contrast to
the lively atmosphere of the medina.

Marrakech thus enchants visitors with its cultural richness, vitality, and diversity of
landscapes, offering every traveler a unique blend of adventure, relaxation, and
unforgettable discovery.

https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgeIm5 x25w


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgeIm5_x25w

Competitions

registration list:

https://s2.chess-results.com/tnr1296629.aspx?lan=1&art=0&flag=30&SNode=S0

1. Standard Chess Championship

Open tournament of 9 rounds, Swiss system.
FIDE-rated, with a time control of 90 minutes + 30 seconds per move.

Players may request one bye (2 point) during the first six rounds, provided they inform the
arbiter before the pairings are published.

Separate standings will be established for the Women’s Champion, Senior +50 Champion,
and Veteran +65 Champion titles.

Entry fee: €30 (320 MAD) — IMs and GMs free of charge.

2. Rapid Chess Championship

Open tournament of 9 rounds, Swiss system.
FIDE-rated, with a time control of 12 minutes + 5 seconds per move.
Entry fee: €15 (160 MAD) — IMs and GMs free of charge.

3. Blitz Chess Championship

Open tournament of 11 rounds, Swiss system.
FIDE-rated, with a time control of 5 minutes + 3 seconds per move.

Entry fee: €5 (60 MAD) — IMs and GMs free of charge.

The top 10 boards will be broadcast live online:

https://www.chess.com/events/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-
francophones-2025-standard/games

https://lichess.org/broadcast/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-francophones-
2025/round-1/gZUQ9k2i#overview

Prizes are indivisible, non-cumulative, and awarded according to the final overall ranking.

Tiebreaks: 1. Direct encounter — 2. Cut
Buchholz — 3. Buchholz — 4. Elo
performance.

Pairings will be managed using the Swiss-
Manager program

The International Arbiter Laurent Freyd will
lead the team of arbiters.



https://s2.chess-results.com/tnr1296629.aspx?lan=1&art=0&flag=30&SNode=S0
https://www.chess.com/events/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-francophones-2025-standard/games
https://www.chess.com/events/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-francophones-2025-standard/games
https://lichess.org/broadcast/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-francophones-2025/round-1/gZUQ9k2i#overview
https://lichess.org/broadcast/11emes-rencontres-internationales-des-echecs-francophones-2025/round-1/gZUQ9k2i#overview

Parallel Activities

This edition promises to be particularly rich and engaging, featuring an extended schedule
that includes new training sessions, social activities, excursions, and a high-level conference.

Official Trainings

FIDE School Instructor Training, led by Seddik Sidrine, aimed at certifying educators
according to international standards for teaching chess in schools.

Regional Arbiter Training, conducted by Othman SEBBAR and Zoheir SLAMI, primarily
intended for the local arbiter’s corps, to strengthen technical skills and improve the structure
of chess arbitration in Morocco and the region.

Friendship Tournament

The traditional Friendship Tournament will bring together arbiters, officials, organizers, and
members of the francophone chess community. It is a special moment of conviviality that
contributes to the unique spirit of the RIDEF.

An Exceptional Conference: A Highlight of This Edition

RIDEF 2025 will host a conference by Georges Bertola, a recognized historian and author,
entitled: “Chess: A LIVING WORLD HERITAGE”

The conference will be broadcast live on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds7m4srFXIs

To allow players to attend, the time control of the Rapid tournament has been adjusted.

Excursions and Discoveries

The program now includes a detailed list of excursions, giving participants the opportunity to
explore Marrakech and its cultural, historical, and natural treasures:

e Badia & Bahia Palaces

e Majorelle & Menara Gardens

e City tour by horse-drawn carriage
e Jemaa el-Fna Square

e Bab Ghmat Orphanage

e Water Museum

e University Club



mz L'AIDEF et la FRME Organisent

AIDEF . ,
Pour la premiere fois au Maroc!

FORMATION DES ENSEIGNANTS

Aux Echecs Educatifs
TITRE DE “FIDE SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR”

Méthodes innovantes et créatives pour développer les compétences
académiques et de vie du 21¢siéecle.

7et8 DECEMBRE 2025

De 09h00 a 17h00

Animé par le Conférencier International
Seddik SIDRINE

Senior Lead Instructor
GENS UNA SUMUS

Date limite d'inscription : 30/11/2025

@ Participation aux frais formation : 200 DH.

Scannez le QR Code ou cliguez sur ce lien :
https.//forms.gle/4sHTvVeayAzXvYXj6

Chess In Education Commission
https://edu.fide.com

AIDEF: Association Internationale des Echecs Francophones “
FRME: Fédération Royale Marocaine des Echecs
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SAMEDI 13 [T
DECEMBRE Conférence de Georges BERTOLA :

© A PARTIR DE 18H00
—I_L—
9 :xcmg’: bE uE Les Echecs, un patrimoine mondial vivant MARQAKECH
ARABE ~ me AK‘GEUCH Depuis plus de mille cing cents ans, le jeu d’échecs \ |
accompagne ["humanité. Né en Orient, il a voyagé de \PL"‘J‘EL‘" acals
0 RETRANSMISSION clvllfsatlon en civilisation, se transformant au gré des cultures toOMolEt HRoES ATTof
SUR LA CHAINE YouTuse  Quilont accueilli. Partout, il a puisé dans les traditions locales UNIVERSITE CADI AYYAD

tout en laissant une empreinte profonde sur les arts, la pensée
https://www.youtube.com/watch? P p ,lape an }.nJl AT

vedsTmdsrFXis et U'histoire. Cette conférence propose de redécouvrir les 15150
échecs comme un véritable patrimoine mondial : un héritage HVE
WEUM | HHH.T+ 400,84
] ] FRANCAIS commun qui continue d'inspirer, de relier et d'enrichir les COQ.RC
peuples a travers le temps. FACULTE DE LANGUE ARABE

MARRAKECH

Georges Bertola, né le 24 septembre 1950, est une figure marquante dans le
monde des échecs en Suisse. Depuis 1975, il a enrichi les colonnes de divers
quotidiens en Suisse romande ainsi que des revues suisses et italiennes avec
ses chroniques réguliéres, partageant ses analyses et ses réflexions avec un
large public. Depuis une vingtaine d’années, il collabore avec Europe-Echecs,
un magazine de renom dans le milieu dont il est actuellement le rédacteur en
chef, , otiltient une rubrique mensuelle consacrée a U'histoire des échecs, un
domaine qu'il affectionne particulierement. Cette spécialisation lui avalu le
titre d'« historien des échecs », un role dans lequel il excelle et pour lequel il est
largement reconnu.

,'"

En tant que collectionneur passionné, Georges Bertola posséde une
bibliothéque d'une ampleur impressionnante, comptant environ 15’000 ouvrages, ce qui en fait
l'une des plus importantes en Suisse. Cette collection témoigne non seulement de son amour
pour les échecs, mais aussi de son dévouement a la préservation et a 'étude de l'histoire du jeu.
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Formation des Arbitres

Régionaux des Kchecs

Encadrée par: Mr.Othmane Sebbar
Mr.zouheir Slami
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ie des Langues et des Cultures
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Guaranteed prizes: €10,000 + trophies

PRIX € PLACE OPEN | RAPIDE | BUTZ

A

ELO 2000 - 2200
ELO 1800 - 1999
ELO -1799 & NC

| TOTAUX 10000 € 6 400 € 2500 € 1100 €

IMPORTANT: Only players with a FIDE ID linked to an AIDEF member country are eligible
to participate.

List of member countries: https://aidef.fide.com/spip.php?article27



https://aidef.fide.com/spip.php?article27

Schedule

11° RIDEF - MARRAKECH

vendredi | 05/12/25 | Toute la journée Arrivée et accueil
09.00 - 14.00 Arrivée et accueil
09.00 - 15.00 Pointage obligatoire Cité des Langues et des Cultures
samedi | 06/12/25 15.00 Cloture des inscriptions Cité des Langues et des Cultures
16.00 Cérémonie d'ouverture Cité des Langues et des Cultures
16.30 Ronde 1 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
09.00 - 13.00 g ; ] s des Langues et de
dimanche | 07/12/25 09.00 - 18.00 0 on Fide d : e des Langues et de
16.00 Ronde 2 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
DR ERE X Bl Formation Fide des Enseignants  Cité des Langues et des Cultures
lundi 08/12/25 10.00 Ronde 3 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
16.00 Ronde 4 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
09.00 - 13.00 Activités touristiques Jardins Majorelle & Jardins Menara
mardi 09/12/25 16.00 Ronde 5 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
17.00 - 20.00 ormation d'arbitres régio e des Langues et de
10.00 Ronde 6 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
mercredt| ANJD1E 14.30-15.30 Tournoi de I'amitié Cité des Langues et des Cultures
16.00 Ronde 7 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
WAV EPIK B Formation d'arbitres régionaux  Cité des Langues et des Cultures
09.00 - 13.00 Activités touristiques Caléches - Djamaa Elfna - Orphelinat
jeudi 11/12/25 sy K B Formation d'arbitres régionaux  Cité des Langues et des Cultures
16.00 Cité des Langues et des Cultures
vendrad | apps 09.00 - 13.00 Activités touristiques Musée de I'eau - Club de l'université
16.00 BLITZ (ité des Langues et des Cultures
samedi | 13/12/25 10.00 - 18.00 RAPIDES Cité des Langues et des Cultures
18.00 - 19.30 Conférence Georges Bertola Faculté de Langue Arabe - Cité
e e 10.00 __ Rohde. 9' _ Cite des Lahgues et_ des Futtures
17.00 ‘Cérémonies de remise des prix | Cité des Langues et des Cultures
lundi | 15/12/25 |  Avant midi Départs. |
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cit%C3%A9+des+Langues+et+des+Cultures/@31.6458366,-8.0076339,16.25z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0xdafefcfa60eebb7:0xb9c8540f718a93dc!8m2!3d31.6468253!4d-8.0022208!16s%2Fg%2F11rjktw0nv?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTAwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Prices in Moroccan Dirhams: 100 MAD = €9.40

Breakfast included.

e Hotel Majorelle 3* (900m from playing hall)

http://www.hotel-majorelle.com

Single 350 MAD — Double 550 MAD — Triple 900 MAD

e Hotel Gomassine 3* (2,3 km from playing hall)

https://gomassine.hotelinmarrakech.net/fr/

Single 320 MAD - Double 500 MAD - Triple 850 MAD

e Hotel Les Ambassadeurs 4* (2,5 km from playing hall)

https://hotellesambassadeurs.morocco-ma.website/

Single 700 MAD - Double 850 MAD - Triple 1100 MAD

e Club Université Cadi Ayyad :

149 rue Ibn Zohair, (2,5 km from playing hall)
Leisure club offering residences for university guests.
Sports facilities: swimming pools and modern sports fields reserved for residents.

University restaurant: open every day except Monday, with catering available for conferences
and events. Price of a standard meal: 40-50 MAD.

Rooms (2 people) 2 beds: 200 MAD per room per day.

Bungalows (3—4 people): Moroccan-style living room, bathroom, double bed: 400 MAD per
bungalow per day.

Reservations :
@ Abdel Aziz EL BOUNT, Directeur du tournoi
Lt +212 666 944569  coordinationechecs@agmail.com

Note: Due to the high demand for accommodation in Marrakech at this time, it is
recommended to book your stay as early as possible.



http://www.hotel-majorelle.com/
https://gomassine.hotelinmarrakech.net/fr/
https://hotellesambassadeurs.morocco-ma.website/
mailto:coordinationechecs@gmail.com

Registration & Information (outside Morocco)
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RELEVE D'IDENTITE BANCAIRE

Francophones

Titulaire
AIDEF ASSOCIATION
56 BOUL MANTEGA RIGHI
06100 NICE

Domiciliation
SG NICE LIBERATION (02791)
4 PL GAL DE GAULLE
06009 NICE

Patrick VAN HOOLANDT, Président de I’AIDEF

Référence bancaire
@ +3362497 11 24 Code banque | Code guichet |  N° compte Clg RIB
WhatsA 30003 02791 00050017672 55

IBAN : FR76 3000 3027 9100 0500 1767 255

vanhoolandt@aol.com BIC-ADRESSE SWIFT : SOGEFRPP
a.i.d.e.f@aol.fr

Registration & Information (Morocco)
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@ Abdel Aziz EL BOUNT, Directeur du tournoi
Ll +212 666 944569  coordinationechecs@gmail.com
Regional Treasury of Marrakech — Marrakech Bank Branch

Account holder: 310450100912270512090159 — Association Club Menara Echec

Note: Payments must be made at least 10 days before the start of the tournament.
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“‘

E
ayhiilliyyéalldslnll genlol l .

o OALUEt tXHA +.LH 0024 | (GIEQIIT
ROYAL MOROCCAN CHESS FEDERATION

Planning and

Development J
Commission

®
& s I)-Q Acl .
+.XO.Ut CQQLEZC
Fondation Cultures du Mownde COMMUNE = MARRAKECH
v"“\“RAKEC“o
Qg %,
MARRAKECH 5 %
obue e lill deals & s
UNIVERSITE CADI AYYAD ?,’) \ §

e Lo i ginally ealoll alail 3530 y—
Centre de UEnseignement Inclusif =~ 2buidll awl-yiSho diggall duazll
LOYOEICLEICAQRG Q. KOl GoAOuL

W

et de la Responsabilité Sociale




